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Multilingual Energy Discourses: 
The Case of Switzerland
Maureen Ehrensberger-Dow & Peter Stücheli-Herlach
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Discourse about energy

Energy transition – The space 
between no longer and not yet

Take the risk or lose the opportunity: 
The power of innovation

Risk is like change: It’s not a choice

The future is here: It’s just 
not widely distributed yet

Buildings should be good 
neighbors

Dear Past, thank you for the 
lessons. Dear Future, I’m ready
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Policy change
is made of language!
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§ policy/government networks
§ innovation systems
§ energy regimes
§ knowledge passages
§ innovation narratives 
§ innovation management by 

communication promoters who 
“create meaning”

Complexity, 
uncertainty, 
controversies, 
polyphony 

discourse 
coalitions, 
embedded in 
controversies

patterns of 
language use
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The case of Switzerland
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Voting patterns by language
Results of Nuclear Withdrawal Initiative 
(27/11/2016)
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Voting patterns by language
Referendum on Revision of Energy Act
(21/05/2017)
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Energiegesetz (EnG), Abstimmung vom 21.05.2017

Karten-ID: 20595
Politischer Atlas der Schweiz

Quelle(n): BFS – Statistik der Wahlen und Abstimmungen
© Bundesamt für Statistik, ThemaKart, Neuchâtel 2010–2017
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Provisorische Ergebnisse vom
Abstimmungssonntag. Die definitiven
Ergebnisse werden nach Erwahrung durch den
Bundesrat – jeweils gut 2 Monate nach der
Abstimmung – aufgeschaltet und können leicht
von den provisorischen Ergebnissen abweichen.
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Voting patterns by language
Referendum on Revision of Energy Act
(21/05/2017)
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Model of project corpus

8(adapted from Wengeler & Jung 1999: 148) 
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DEU

FRA
ITA

Multilingual Swiss corpus (Swiss AL)

ENG
ROH
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Exploratory analyses 
Evolution of term frequency over time
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Exploratory analyses 
Types of energy (adjective analysis)
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Exploratory analyses 
Evolution of term frequency over time
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Policy change
is made of language!
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How can public discourse be 
guided in order to support
- policy change in a democracy?
- interdisciplinary technological 

innovation?

How can public 
discourse be 
analyzed in the 
context of political 
and societal 
polarization? 

What topics and 
themes are 
controversial? 
What are the core 
arguments of 
coalitions?

What factors 
contribute to 
communicative 
success?
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Principal investigators: Project partner:
Peter Stücheli-Herlach
Maureen Ehrensberger-Dow
Maren Runte

Team members:
Discourse analysis: Dominik Batz, Natalie Schwarz
Multilingualism: Alice Delorme Benites, Lorenza Pescia De Lellis 
Corpus linguistics: Anna Bonazzi, Matthias Fluor, Christoph Lauper, 

Julia Krasselt, Thoralf Mildenberger 

Project website: www.zhaw.ch/energy-discourses
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Energy Discourses in Switzerland:
Prerequisites for change


